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Puzzles & Story

A Confession
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How is the escape room
format special?
Immersion!




Player Narrative




Player Narrative # Plot




Player Narrative # Plot

"Control Room”




Player Narrative # Plot




Player Narrative v




Player Narrative # Plot

What if you don't define the player narrative?
Your players will define it for themselves!

..and you may not like it.




Hey wait, what about the puzzles?

Where do puzzles fit in?







What is a puzzle?

A miserable little pile of secrets!




What is a puzzle? What is a puzzle?
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What is a puzzle?
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What is a puzzle?
‘ A miserable little pile of secrets!
*misquoted from

Castlevania: Symphony of the Night






Anatomy of a Puzzle

Observation+ Action= Change




Anatomy of a Puzzle
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Anatomy of a Puzzle




Anatomy of a Puzzle

Puzzles are about ACTIONS

that make up the
PLAYER NARRATIVE.




The Stakeout
MIT Mystery Hunt 2025
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Reliek Printing

B Math Quiz
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Substitute Other Actions
that

FEEL CORRECT

(What does it FEEL LIKE to do X?)



















Now what?




Show vs. Tell vs. Do vs. Feel







